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STATE BUDGET - DIVISION 62 - FISHERIES 
1245. Mr G. Snook to the Minister representing the Minister for Fisheries 
(1) I refer to information provided during the Estimates Committees, and ask -  

(a) in view of the fact that the 2004-2005 actual total budget expenditure was $32.8 million, and 
considering inflation and the enormous threat that illegal fishing in our Kimberley Region is 
facing, why has the Minister not increased funding to Fisheries WA to meet the needs and 
combat the threat to our fish stocks; and 

(b) with increased pressure on fish stocks from increasing numbers of recreational fishers and the 
natural competition for some of the same resource stocks between commercial and recreational 
fishers, why has the Minister not increased funding in real terms to these two services? 

(2) I refer to Budget Paper No 2, Volume 3, Page 1079, under Key Efficiency Indicators, and ask, will the 
Minister advise if the Department is planning to appoint more inspectors into the field? 

(3) I refer to Budget Paper No 2, Volume 3, Page 1080, under Key Efficiency Indicators, and ask, will the 
Minister advise if the Department is planning to appoint more inspectors into the field? 

(4) It is stated that the Government supports the program for Marine Conservation Reserves.  Is that 
support based on the model which allocates and defines ‘multi-purpose use marine parks’? 

(5) Are the Department’s large vessel replacements now all multi-agency use vessels, for example, 
Fisheries, Transport, Police, and Customs? 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER replied: 

Responsibility for illegal foreign fishing clearly rests with the Federal Government. 

This Government is alarmed at the impact this activity is having on the sustainability of WA fisheries and is 
firmly committed to ensuring the Federal Government puts in place the necessary measures to address this 
significant problem. 

In the course of the 2005/06 financial year I reacted promptly to the increasing problem and provided an 
additional level of compliance presence in the North of the State.  This included basing the patrol vessel Walcott 
in Broome, manned by fisheries and police officers, and basing another patrol vessel at One Arm Point and 
establishing joint patrols with the Bardi community to protect their valuable trochus stocks. 

(1) (a)  Appropriations 
  2004/05  2006/07  Variance   
  $'000  $'000  $'000   
Recurrent 23,869  26,236  2,367  +9.9% 
Capital  8,950  1,829    
TOTAL  32,819  28,065    

The Table illustrates the extra funding provided by the Government to address fisheries related 
issues.   

The funding available for fisheries related issues in 2006/07 has been further enhanced through 
the efficiencies that will flow from the introduction of shared services. 

(b)  The funding available for fisheries related issues in 2006/07 has been enhanced through the 
efficiencies that will flow from the introduction of shared services.  This is being reflected in 
reduced costs in 2006/07 

(2) The 2006/07 Budget includes additional Fisheries and Marine Officers to ensure compliance in marine 
parks is maintained at an appropriate level. 

(3) The 2006/07 Budget includes additional Fisheries and Marine Officers to ensure compliance in marine 
parks is maintained at an appropriate level. 

(4) Yes 

(5) No.  However, where fisheries operational commitments allow, resources may be made available to 
other agencies upon request. 

 


